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Submitted Respectfully by Dr. Dave Simone, DDS, IAOMT  

On behalf USA Consumers for Dental Choice NGO 

 I thank the Chair, Secretariats, all United Nations Delegates, and all IGOs and NGOs for reading and caring to understand the informational facts which must be incorporated during negotiations of the global legally binding instrument on Mercury.  Future generations will look back to our efforts to limit global Mercury pollution, considering the tragedy of Minamata is UNEP’s symbolic genesis.
Mercury Silver Dental Amalgam should and must remain in Annex C. 
This is why.

Minamata Disease is not, I repeat, “IS NOT” a disease.  It was first the neglectful, then purposefully criminal, toxic Methyl Mercury poisoning by the Chisso Acetylaldehyde Manufacturing Plant.  The untreated, then later falsely treated, Methyl Mercury effluent was directly dumped into the river water and bay for 30 years.  It was consumed as drinking and cooking water, used for bathing, laundry, watering vegetable gardens, and manufacturing processes, and then bio-accumulated and concentrated into the fish and marine life consumed as food by the beautiful human beings of Minamata.  As it then concentrated into women over decades, the precious babies in their wombs were also poisoned.  Even after the Chisso plant closed, it continued to poison the Citizens of Minamata because the river bed and bay was full of toxic Mercury-Rich sludge.    

The historical Minamata storytellers we heard so eloquently and heartbreakingly tell their personal stories of Methyl Mercury Poisoning and lifetimes of suffering and deaths teach us a lesson.  Mercury Silver Dental Amalgam informational facts have an eerily similar tragic reality.
Dental offices that place Mercury Silver Amalgam Fillings in patients are also manufacturers.  This is a significant Methyl Mercury source for everyone in this room, considering most delegates have Mercury Silver Amalgam Fillings.  Allow me to explain.

Elemental Liquid Mercury is simply shaken together with Silver, Copper, Tin, and Zinc to create an “Amalgam Filling Mixture.”   It is “Mercury Rich,” containing excess Mercury.   It is immediately compressed and packed into the prepared tooth, squeezing out some of the excess Mercury-Rich Amalgam on top while compacting and retaining the Mercury-Rich layer against the porous dentin on the bottom.  It is well documented that Mercury Vapor is then continuously released into your body and environment every minute of every day for the rest of your life, even after death through cremation (about 3 tons/year in the USA).

All dental offices that place Mercury Amalgam Fillings continuously discharge Mercury-Rich effluent into the local sewer systems during office hours.  It discharges continuous mercury vapor into the atmosphere out of the vacuum roof vent.    Amalgam separators help contain large pieces of Mercury Amalgam filling waste for recycling, but do not contain particulate pieces or molecular waste, and are not even used utilized by most Dentists.  In addition, all dental vacuum plumbing and sewer lines contain Mercury-Rich sludge, the toxic “gift that keeps on giving.”  Also, sewage treatment facilities do not remove mercury, either leaving it in sludge which is used as fertilizer or returned in water to the local water supply.  Recently, an average of 10 Kg of sludge per dental office was removed in Sweden. 

Mercury competes vigorously and victoriously for biologic bonding sites in our bodies with other metals (especially magnesium) disrupting and preventing normal biological processes.  Mercury bio-accumulates in the nervous system and other fatty tissues, and in cell mitochondria, incorrectly and misleadingly referred to as Genetic Mitochondrial Disease in regards to the much more toxic Ethyl Mercury Thimersol in certain vaccines referred to this week.  Normal excretion (urine and feces account for approximately 9 tons/year in the USA, about half from Mercury Amalgam Fillings already in teeth) and blood measurements do not measure total stored Mercury body burden from all sources.  The term “SAFE” is only relative to excretion and those setting the numerical amount of toxic tolerance.  We are all here because mercury containing products and pollution are “UNSAFE.” 

Since a major relevant concern of many countries’ delegates has to do with National Mercury Inventory and Best Waste Management, UNEP must also consider polluting Dental offices and Mercury Silver Amalgam Fillings present today in each citizen in every country as current and future waste legacy.  There are approximately 2 billion Mercury Amalgam Fillings in the USA’s general population today equating to over 1,000 tons of future Mercury waste legacy over the next generation.  There are more Mercury Amalgams in the world than people.  All countries need to prepare for waste legacy issues in terms of storage as well.
In the final step, bacteria in our bodies, in sewer waste water, rivers, lakes, and oceans methylate Elemental Dental Mercury, creating Methyl Mercury.  Mercury Silver Dental Amalgam creates Minamata Chisso Methyl Mercury Toxic Poison for everyone.

According to the posted IADR UNEP INC2 statement, the United States currently uses about 60 tons of Mercury for all purposes per year, about 25% (15 tons) as Mercury amalgam fillings.  According to the American Dental Association, 6.5 tons of mercury are released as Mercury Rich effluent and 1 ton as vacuum Mercury Vapor.  Therefore, according to those who support Mercury Amalgam use in people, adding together all direct mercury waste pollution from Dental Mercury used per year, every year for decades, in the USA alone, 100% is polluted back into the environment per year, every year for decades past and those to come. 

Every country must quickly phase out Mercury Silver Amalgam Fillings and develop strategies for safely containing existing waste.  My NGO, Consumers for Dental Choice, will help any country with solutions on this issue, and I will personally train any and all Dentists to provide safe, affordable, durable proven restorations that have existed for over 20 years.  My experience includes over 60,000 non-mercury restorations and any dentist willing to learn can.
