FDA Bungling of Mercury Amalgam Rule Is Damaging Our President

 

A reputable publication has once again recognized that FDA’s bungling of the mercury amalgam rule is subverting President Obama’s promised reforms of the way Washington does business.  The President has expressed concern that "exposure to mercury leads to serious developmental problems in children as well as problems affecting vision, motor skills, blood pressure, and fertility in adults."  The President also said, “More than five million women of childbearing age have high levels of toxic mercury in their blood and approximately 630,000 newborns are born every year at risk. The EPA estimates that every year, more than one in six children could be at risk for developmental disorders because of mercury exposure in the mother’s womb.”  However, the two persons he appointed to run FDA, Margaret Hamburg and Joshua Sharfstein, give carte blanche to the amalgam industry to sell mercury fillings with no consumer disclosures or warnings -- even to market it under the deceptive term “silver fillings.”

 

An article entitled “Obama Losing at FDA, Too” published in November 4’s FDA Webview concludes that the President’s FDA is “losing for the… failure to deliver on its promises.”  The amalgam rule, “based on defective science,” shows “the Obama team’s grip on the bureaucracy below … is simply too weak.”  According to FDA Webview’s respected editor Jim Dickinson, the amalgam rule could defeat “Commissioner Margaret Hamburg’s No. 1 priority: restoring public trust in FDA.”  The article in particular criticizes Deputy Commissioner Joshua Sharfstein for refusing to stop the rule from going into effect, and for buck-passing the decision down to the agency’s “most dysfunctional center,” the Center for Devices, and specifically to its leading amalgam propagandist, dentist Susan Runner.  As a result of such actions, “confidence in the Obama ‘change’ agenda is vanishing broadly.”    

 

An article by the noted writer Ellen Brown (author of Web of Debt, a seminal work on how the major banks are ruining the American economy) recently appeared in the liberal e-newspaper The Huffington Post, highlighting the 180-degree difference between President Obama’s promise to reduce mercury in products and FDA’s endorsement of its continued use in dentistry.  Brown attributes the sabotaging of the President’s campaign promise to FDA leaders’ placing politics before science, and she suggests that Margaret Hamburg’s entrance through the “revolving door” from #1 amalgam seller Henry Schein, Inc. played a role.   

 

FDA, too, is defying the President’s promise to bring transparency to government decisions.  Last week, along with Freya Koss of the Pennsylvania Coalition for Mercury-Free Dentistry and Carol Ward, vice-president of Dental Amalgam Mercury Solutions (DAMS), I appeared at a hearing of FDA’s transparency task force.  Ironically, it was chaired by the evasive Sharfstein who recently ducked out of a scheduled meeting with Congresswoman Diane Watson.  

 

Carol, Freya, and I rained on FDA’s transparency parade.  To see our testimony, go to 
http://www.capitolconnection.net/capcon/fda/110309/FDA110309.htm and click “Open Comment Session.”  Each is only about 3 minutes in length.  
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